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10th Nordic-Baltic Conference on Biomedical Engineering
lst International Conference on Bioelectromagnetism

On June 9.-13.1996 the Ragnar Granit Institute
and the Ragnar Granit Foundation organized the
lOth Nordic-Baltic Conference on Biomedical
Engineering continuing the series of Nordic
Conferences on BME,. It was also jointly organized
the I st International Conference on Bioelectro-
magnetism. The conferences were organized in co-
operation with the Finnish Society for Medical
Physics and Medical Engineering and they were
regional conferences of IF'MBE, IEEE and ESEM.
President of the IFMBE,, Professor Fumihiko
Kajiya participated the conferences and presented

the greetings of the Federation. Professor Jaakko
Malmivuo, Director of the Ragnar Granit Institute
served as Congress President. President of the
Republic of Finland, Mr. Martti Ahtisaari served
as Patron of the conferences.

Due to the recent developments in the Baltic
Region, the group of primary organrzing countries
was enlarged to include, in addition to the Nordic
Countries, those bordering the Baltic sea. These
were Estonia, Latvia, Lithuania as well as Poland
and Germany. It was the purpose to give the Baltic
states, who had recently received their independence
once more, an opportunity to participate fully in
the international scientific community. In this sense

the conferences may be characterized as historical.
Iceland was also represented for the first time.

As emphasized by Professor Jaakko Malmivuo
in his Opening Address (found at www.cc.tut.fi/
-malmivuo/NBC/opaddres.htm) it was also the
purpose to make the conferences fully international
so that the Nordic and Baltic participants could
present their research results to the largest possible
international audience and create new contacts at
a worldwide level.

In addition to these goals it was wanted to
strengthen the international status of bioelectro-
magnetism by establishrng a new series of
conferences in this field. All these goals were
reached and perhaps even exceeded. The
conferences were attended by more than 400 active
participants from 36 countries including Europe,
Norlh and S outh America, Asia and Australia. There
were a total of 350 scientific contributions of which

236 were oral presentations given in eight parallel
sessions. The number of organrzed sessions was
19 includtng 74 invited papers. Of the papers I l3
originated from the Nordic Countries and 35 from
the Baltic states. In addition to these the Conferences
included 13 high-quality State-of-the-Art lectures.
Among them was apresentation given by the Nobel
Laureate professor Ivar Giaever. The Proceedings
were published as Supplements for Medical &
Biological Engineering & Computing.

The incorporation of the Baltic states in the
international scientific community is emphasized
by the selection of Tallinn as the venue for the next
Nordic-Baltic Conference in 1999. The
strengthening of the status of bioelectromagnetism
is indicated by the fact that the second International
Conference on Bioelectromagnetism will be
organized in Melbourne in 1998.

The Conferences were preceded by four
Preconference Courses in the field of signal
processing, biosensors and bioelectromagnetism,
Two satellite symposia were also organized in
connection with the conferences. A Preconference
Symposium was organtzed in Lapland including
a special Midnight Sun Symposium on co-operation
between universities and industry. The Post-
conference symposium concerning bio-
electromagnetic measurements was organized in
Tallinn.

The Internet was actively used in promoting
the conferences. Detailed information on the confer-
ences may be found from address www.ee.tut.fi/
-nbc96/. Information on the 11th Nordic-Baltic
Conference on Biomedical Engineering will be
published rn www.cb.ttu.ee/nbc99/ and details of
the Znd International Conference on Bioelectro-
magneti s m at www. mona s h. e du. au/o c e/i c b e m. htm.

I hope this issue of the Ragnar Granit Institute
News refreshes your memories from the conference
and the light, warm and friendly Finnish summer.

Jaakko Malmivur,t
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The conference participants came fiom 36 countrtes.

Traditional Finnish
Ceremony.

folk dancing at the Opening

The Tampere City Reception at City Hall hosted

by Chief Librarian Tuula Martikainen (on the right).
From her to the left Jaakko Malmivuo etnd Kirsti
Marlmivr-ro. At far left Vasyl Molebny, Ukraine and

Kalju Meigas , Estonia.

Setsuko Kajiya, Jaakko Malmivuo, Kirsti
Malmivuo and State-of-the-Art lecturer Tetsuzo

Akutsu at the Get-together party.

At the City Reception from the left: Marja-Leena
Linne, RGI; Ilpo Rimpiläinen. RGI; Proceedings

Editor Juha Nor-rsiainen, RGI; Daming Wei, Japan.

Professor Fumihiko
IFMBE presented the

Kajiya, President of the
greetings of the Federation.
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State-of-the-Art lecturer, Nobel Laureate Ivar
Giaever. USA (Norwav)

Secretary General Jari Hyttinen, RGI'
Gutsalenko, Ukraine and Per Loubjerg,
at the Poster Session.

Front: Katriina Ojetla, UKK Institute; Carmelina
Ruggiero, Italy; rear: Hiroshi Kanai, Japan and

Laurence Diakhatd, France at the Walking test in
the UKK Institute.

Philippe Potty, Belgium; Marja-Leena Linne, RGI
and Per Loubjerg, Denmatrk on the Lake cruise.

Jukka Lekkala, Finland, and

man of the Swedish Society
mercial Exhibition.

Heikki Teriö, Chair-
of BME at the Com-
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Vladimir
Denmark

The Secretariat: Päivi Laarne, Soile
Annika Wanamo. Pirkko Rowland
Lamminen.

Lönnqvist,
and Heidi



Co-Chairman of the Scientific Committee Robert
Plonsey, US A and President of the IFMBE
Fumihiko Kajiya, at the Banquet.

State-of-the-Art lecturers Åt e Öberg, Sweden and

Adriaan van Oosterom, The Netherlands.

Lola Geselowitz, State-of-the-Art lecturers Roger
Barr and David Geselowrtz, USA; Chairman of the

Orgamzing Committee Hannu Eskola, RGI; Chair-
man of the Estonian Society of BME Hiie Hinrikus.

Vivian Plonsey, Ivar Giaever, Kirsti Malmivuo,
Fumihiko Kaj iya, Anita E skola and Ji.iri
Engelbrecht with the Samba Roseira dancing girls.

Presidents of the l lth NBC Hiie Hinrikus, 1Oth

NBC and the I st ICBEM Jaakko Malmivuo and

2nd ICBEM Irena Cosic. The birch bark horn and

backpack are relays for the next conferences.

,l

Stig Ollmar, Sweden.


